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These outcomes comprise the effective 
conservation of a set of species, sites, and 
landscapes, which is essential for preventing 
biodiversity loss. 
    
Targets at the species level are those that are 
globally threatened (Critically Endangered, 
Endangered and Vulnerable) according to the 
IUCN Red List. Key Biodiversity Areas are
identified as targets for site-scale conservation 
outcomes,  based on the presence of species for 
which site-scale conservation is necessary: 
globally threatened species, restricted-range 
species and globally significant congregations. To 
ensure persistence of threatened species and 
Key Biodiversity Areas, Biodiversity Conservation 
Corridors are identified as targets for landscape-
scale conservation, based on areas required to 
conserve broad-scale ecological and evolutionary 
processes and for the conservation of wide-
ranging species, low densities or migratory 
behavior.  

In Sri Lanka, the targets for conservation 
outcomes were defined in a data-driven, 
consultative process led by the Wildlife Heritage 
Trust of Sri Lanka and the University of 
Peradeniya. In total, 359 globally threatened 
species were identified for Sri Lanka. Based on 
the distribution of these species, 92 
Key Biodiversity Areas were defined as targets for 
site-scale conservation outcomes. By analyzing 
the distribution and composition of the site
outcomes, existing and potential forest 
connectivity, land use and topography, four 
landscape-scale conservation outcomes were 
defined in the wet-zone forest region: Sinharaja, 
Highlands, Knuckles and Western Lowlands. The 
four corridors incorporate all but two isolated 
dry-zone sites: Dolukanda and Ritigala. A 
separate map shows the targets for the Western 
Ghats region.
 
To prevent a massive loss of biodiversity in the 
next decade, CEPF’s geographic focus includes 
all four corridors, as well as the two isolated dry 
zone sites. The CEPF niche for investment is 

The CEPF niche for investment in the Sri Lanka 
portion of the Western Ghats and Sri Lanka 
hotspot has been formulated through 
participatory process led by a steering 
committee of local experts from government and 
civil society and coordinated by the Wildlife 
Heritage Trust of Sri Lanka and the University of 
Peradeniya. A stakeholder workshop was held in
June 2003 in Colombo. 
The Sri Lanka ecosystem profile includes a 
commitment and emphasis on using targets for 
achieving "conservation outcomes" as the 
scientific underpinning for determining CEPF's 
geographic and thematic focus for investment. 

based on the ecosystem profile analysis and 
supported by the results of the conservation 
outcome definition process. The species targets 
for Sri Lanka are considered a gross 
underestimate because of the lack of knowledge 
and high levels of endemism in the region. 
Additionally, while all the site level targets are 
technically part of the protected area network, 
protection has not translated into conservation. It 
is necessary; therefore, to enable civil society 
actors to help conserve and improve connectivity 
between key sites; enhance the biodiversity 
knowledge base; improve communication of 
biodiversity information and develop initiatives to 
conserve globally threatened species. It is also 
necessary to increase awareness of the value of 
biodiversity among local communities. 
 
CEPF’s investment niche in Sri Lanka is centered 
on transforming protection into conservation. The 
strategic directions and investment priorities for 
Sri Lanka can be found in the Western Ghats and
Sri Lanka Ecosystem Profile: Sri Lanka Region.
 
For more information, visit www.cepf.net. 
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The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund 
(CEPF) is a joint initiative of Conservation 
International, the Global Environment 
Facility, the Government of Japan, the 
MacArthur Foundation and the World Bank. 
A fundamental goal of CEPF is to ensure 
civil society is engaged in biodiversity 
conservation.

The political and geographic designations 
shown on this map do not imply the 
expression of any opinion on behalf of 
CEPF or any of its partners concerning the 
legal status or deliniation of the frontiers of 
any country, territory or area.
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†IUCN Categories Ia, Ib, II-VI

Biodiversity hotspots are regions 
that harbor especially high numbers 
of endemic species and, at the same 
time, have been significantly impacted 
by human activities. Each hotspot 
faces extreme threats and has 
already lost at least 70 percent of its 
original natural vegetation. Over 50 
percent of the world’s plant species 
and 42 percent of all terrestrial 
vertebrate species are endemic to the 
biodiversity hotspots, making them 
urgent priorities for biodiversity 
conservation at a global scale.

broadleaved, evergreen

broadleaved, deciduous

These classes represent native forest cover in Sri Lanka. However,
 the majority of Sri Lanka's biodiversity is held in the southwestern 
"wet zone" of the country, in wet evergreen forest patches. At 1 
kilometer resolution and a minimum threshold of 40% cover, this map 
overestimates remaining forest cover in Sri Lanka.

(extent, geographic extent pending)protected area†


